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"4 gentleman does not motor about after dark.” - Joseph Lucas, attrib.

Got me a cyberspace Singer

Shopping for a rare piece of British iron? Try “Dogpile” on the World Wide Web

JAN./FEB. 1999

Going shopping foT an extremely rare
piece of rolling British history sometimes
can be like looking for a needle in the
proverbial haystack, particularly if what
you are seeking is a running, driving, rea-
sonably priced example of the marque.
Well, thanks to the magic of cyberspace, 1
managed to find one—a 1949 Singer Nine
roadster with right-hand drive—using an
awesome multi-engine search tool named
“Dogpile.” Yes, Dogpile.

Dogpile simultaneously uses the indi-
vidual search engines Yahoo!, Lycos, Lycos’
AZ7, Excite, Excite Guide, GoTo.corm,
PlanetSearch, Thunder-stone, What U
Seek, Magellan, Web-Crawler, InfoSeek,
and AltaVista to help find specifically what
you are seeking.

To hegin, I simply typed in the words
“singer cars,” “singer automobiles,”
“singer automobiles for sale,” “singer vehicles,” and var-
ious combinations thereof. After what seemed like an
eternity of journeying link-to-link, magically, up popped
“For Sale. Singer Nine Roadster, IL,” followed by the
price and telephone number.

After a brief introductory telephone conversation
with the owner, Ron Baker, and a subsequent review of
the photographs of the car, I agreed to purchase the
vehicle but was concerned about delivery. While the car
was located near Chicago, I reside in Natchez, Miss.
For those of you not familiar with automobile shipping
charges, they can run anywhere from 75¢ to $1 a mile,
so long-distance shopping can become cost prohibitive if
you reside on the East Coast and the car of your dreams
is located in upstate Oregon.

The distance from the Chicago area to Natchez was
over 900 miles, but Baker said he would trailer the car
to Hot Springs, Ark., where his parents reside, if I
would meet him there. Great, I answered. Delivery
took place during the Labor Day weekend, and now, let
me tell you a bit about this interesting vehicle.

According to Singer Archivist Bill Haverly, in a let-
ter to Baker which was passed on to me, no more than
100 Singer Nines were shipped to America from 1946
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through 1949. My car, A1656S with right-hand drive,
originally was Signal Red with a red leather interior
and was shipped to Adams Motors, New York City, on
August 12, 1948—but there is no record of its first
owner.

Subsequently it was traded in to Auto Engineering,
Lexington, Mass., and was purchased by Fred Foster on
October 11, 1963. Foster related that at the time he
acquired it, the car had a damaged right fronf fender
and was experiencing electrical problems. He drove the
car for several years but then parked it in his barn,
where it was used as a chicken roost for over two
decades.

Baker, the third owner, bought the car from Foster
in December of 1996. He removed the original and by
now dysfunctional Singer engine and transmission and,

as a suitable substitute, tastefully installed a 1973
1275¢ec MG Midget engine and transmission for ease
of parts procurement and maintenance. An engineer,
‘Baker also meticulously reworked all of the mechan-
ical and electrical components of the car so every-
thing “would work,” including the rare trafficator
turn indicators. All I've had to do is replace the fuel
pump after the previous one acted up recently.
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Officers for 1999

Officers heading up Mississippi’s English
Motoring Club for 1999 are Terry Trovato, President;
Alex Wade, Secretary-Treasurer; John Simmers,
Special Events Chairman; Keith Anderson, Social
Chairman; Steve Collins, Tech Session Chairman;
and Pat Cashman, Editor, Offside Undo and Regalia
Chairman.

Plans are being formulated for several fun-filled
and exciting events, including the club’s annual
early-bird “Tops Down Party” scheduled for March
27th on the picturesque Natchez Trace Parkway, and
the acclaimed “Brits on the Bluff” show and competi-
tion scheduled for October 15-17 in Natchez.
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